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Abstract:

After the fall of communism in 1989, many members of the Hungarian minority in Romania and of the
Romanians from Moldova started moving westwards, to Hungary and to Romania, respectively. They all
hoped for a better life among what they thought of as their ‘brothers’. But it seems that many of them were
disappointed by the attitudes of the people in the mother countries. The present paper aims to investigate
attitudes toward linguistic diversity among nationals and immigrants. To this aim, I shall basically use two
tools, namely interviews conducted with Moldovan-Russian students enrolled in the programmes of the
Transylvania University of Brasov, and questionnaires administered to both monolingual Romanians and
Romanian-Hungarian bilinguals. I expect the findings of the analysis to reveal many similarities between the
two groups of bilingual people, but also some differences.

Hopefully, this small-scale research will raise people’s awareness of the need for certain linguistic policies
and strategies.
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