The Journal of Linguistic and Intercultural Education, JoLIE 2, No. 2 - Special Issue / 2009

DE BORAT E BUSH: SUB-VERSOES HUMORISTICAS E
HUMOR SUBVERSIVO EM TORNO DA REALIDADE

Paulo Alexandre e Castro
Centro de Filosofia da Universidade de Lisboa, Portugal , paecastro@gmail.com : -0001-8256-

Abstract:

Massimo Bontempelli said on the verge of the last century that humour is the only medium which one does
not take seriously even when one says serious things. In fact, everyday discourse practices necessarily
demand and call for a sense of humour as a hermeneutic procedure and a way to perceive reality (be it, for
example, of political, social, economic kind). Yet, more than a process of demystification and deconstruction
of reality, humour is a kind of quasi-disclosure of truth, which allows for the advent of critical judgement
and of social criticism. We find out, for example, in Borat’s sort of humour, not only a cultural subversion
of Kazakhstan but also a certain presentation of human nature, which filed Sacha Baron Cohen with a
lawsuit with several accusations. On the one hand, he passes on to us a certain insight on the United States of
America, which can only be perceived in a humorous scenario. On the other hand, if Bush makes us laugh, it
is not because he is gifted by theatrical representation but because 20 million of Americans believe that Elvis
can become alive. How could we understand Bowling for Columbine (Michael Moore) or Life is a Miracle
(Emir Kusturica) without the subversive exercise of humour? Or how could we learn about the truth’ of the
contemporary society from the movie Shrek?
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