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A corpus-based approach to the conceptualization of the
economy in business English press

Abstract:

The paper attempts to explore dif ferent conceptualisations of ECONOMY in British business English press.
Our approach is based on corpus, we incorporated a corpus encompassing business articles retrieved from
British quality press ranging from 2013 to 2016. In our investigation, we rely on previous research on the
figurative aspects pertaining to business discourse.

The conceptual metaphors were identified with the help of concordancing programs, headwords from
different source and target domains were inserted in the concordancing program and the findings were
manually processed. In certain cases, linguistic metaphors processed with the help of concordancing
programs do not necessarily embody conceptual metaphors, these are mainly revealed through manual
processing. The findings draw on the fact that figurative uses and conceptual metaphors easily percolate
business English discourse. We are aware of the limitations of this research as the study cannot encompass
all the categories conceptualising the economy. To this end categories such as ECONOMY IS

WAR, ECONOMY IS AN ANIMAL, ECONOMY IS A CONTAINER, ECONOMY IS A LIQUID will be the
subject of future research.
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