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On non-temporal meaning of temporal conjunctions in
English and Serbian languages

Abstract:

The research in this paper is focused on the secondary, non-temporal meaning of the English
conjunctions when, whenever, while, as and whereas, such as atemporal, causal, contrastive and
comparative meaning. The analysis tends to discover the contextual environment where the deviations of the
primary, temporal meaning of the conjunctions might occur, along with the other grammatical elements
possibly influencing the deviation. Furthermore, both the syntactic and semantic status of the structures
introduced by the conjunctions abandoning their temporal meaning is also observed, in that such structures
usually become more mandatory in the context.

The empirical analysis tends to establish whether and, under which circumstances, the same or similar
deviation of the primarily temporal meaning occurs with the Serbian temporal conjunctions. The
comparative analysis shows that the realisation of non-temporal meaning of the conjunctions is
considerable, to a high percentage concurrent with the non-temporal meaning of the structures being
introduced by the aforementioned conjunctions in English.
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